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Repeal of the Hunting Act is no simple 
matter 
 
The Hunting Act 2004 did not just ban the setting of 
packs of hounds onto foxes for sport. It also banned 
stag hunting and hare coursing, as well as creating 
an offence of participation in such events and, in the 
case of hare coursing, creating an offence of 
attendance at such an event. 
 
Any ‘simple’ repeal bill, aimed at repealing the Act, 
would also if passed bring back both hare coursing 
and stag hunting, both opposed by over 80% of 
voters according to polling by Ipsos-MORI. 
 
If the intention is not to bring back hare coursing and 
stag hunting, it would be necessary to bring forward 
much more complex legislation which would 
inevitably take a great deal of scarce Parliamentary 
time in both the House of Commons and the House 
of Lords. 
 

 
Prosecutions Update 
 
Within the last three weeks, the Crown Prosecution 
Service has begun proceedings against two people 

connected with hunts for offences under the Hunting 
Act. 
 
Richard Down, Huntsman of the Quantock 
Staghounds is being prosecuted by the Crown 
Prosecution Service for an offence under section 1 of 
the Hunting Act 2004. The alleged offence took place 
on what is thought to be National Trust land, adjacent 
to a League Against Cruel Sports sanctuary in 
September. 

Meanwhile, a Mr Robinson is being prosecuted for an 
offence under section 1 of the Hunting Act 2004 for 
activities in connection with the Ullswater Hunt and 
has been bailed to appear at Penrith Magistrates 
Court on 9th April. The alleged offence took place in 
October 2009 and the body of a dead fox has since 
been subject to a post mortem examination. 

At the time of writing. the League Against Cruel 
Sports was preparing further cases for presentation 
to the police, and Thames Valley Police announced 
that six people had been charged with hare coursing 
offences following arrests near Witney, Oxfordshire. 

There have been over 130 convictions under the 
Hunting Act since the legislation was introduced in 
February 2005. 
 

The Independent on ‘Vote OK’ 
 
Monday’s report in The Independent, which highlights 
the marginal constituencies in which Vote OK are 
concentrating, and shows how the hunting 
community is mobilising campaigners to rally support 
for candidates who have agreed to use any free vote 
for repeal of the Hunting Act. Vote OK are reportedly 
working against incumbent Labour MPs who voted 
for the Act and who are seeking re-election, and in 
favour of pro-hunting Conservative, Liberal 
Democrat, and Plaid Cymru  candidates who are 
committed to repeal despite the majority of public 
opinion being against hunting and coursing. 
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The Independent said that hunting was unpopular 
with the public and that the hunting community 
should “let sleeping dogs lie”.  
 
Marginal constituencies being targeted by Vote OK 
reportedly include: Barrow in Furness, Dover, 
Gloucester, Stroud, Carmarthen West & South 
Pembrokeshire, North West Somerset, Brigg & 
Goole, Worcester, Stafford, South Dorset, South 
Thanet, High Peak, Bristol East, Amber Valley, City 
of Chester, Stourbridge, Stockport, Reading West, 
Harrow East, Harrow West, Watford, Staffordshire 
Moorlands, Telford, Corby, Exeter and South 
Derbyshire. 
 
Further details on Vote OK and links to the story in 
The Independent can be found on our website at 
http://www.league.org.uk/news_detail.aspx?ID=841 
 
 

Public Opinion on Hunting with Dogs 
 
Monthly polling by YouGov on behalf of the League 
Against Cruel Sports has shown that at no time in the 
last nine months as support for the Hunting Act fallen 
below 64%. 
 
In answer to the question “To what extent do you 
agree or disagree with the following statement: The 
ban on hunting wild animals with dogs should be 
lifted”, an average of 24% agree whilst 66% disagree. 
Less than 8% strongly agree with repealing the 
Hunting Act. 
 
A poll by Opinion Research Business on behalf of the 
Countryside Alliance in December found that only 
19% of people backed repeal. 
 
Full data tables were sent alongside this Briefing to 
those parliamentarians and PPCs who received it by 
email. The tables can be downloaded from our 
website or are available from our Press Office on 
01483 524250. 
 
 

The League’s new Fighting Dogs 
campaign 
 
On Monday (5th April), the League will launch its 
major new campaign to tackle the apparent 
increasing problem of Fighting Dogs. 
 
A national conference is being organised for Friday 
2nd July 2010 to look at enforcement of the law with 
regard to fighting dogs. Speakers include Dr Kelly 
Daley of the University of Chicago, author of a major 
report into the routes through which people become 
involved in dog fighting. The event will be in London 

and further details will be included in the May 
Briefing. 
 
 

Raised cages for rearing game birds 
 
Earlier this month the Government announced that, 
following a broad consultation last year, it would 
make radical changes to the permitted use of raised 
cages for the rearing of game birds. 
 
The League Against Cruel Sports welcomed this 
decision, as did the RSPCA and the British 
Association for Shooting and Conservation. Some 
organisations – most notably the Countryside 
Alliance – opposed the ban, claiming it would drive 
the breeding industry onto mainland Europe. 
 
The new regulations mean that it will no longer be 
legal to cage game birds in small cages for prolonged 
periods of time. 
 
 

Stormont committee votes for ban on 
snaring 
 
The Northern Ireland Assembly’s Environment 
Committee last week voted for a complete ban on the 
use of snares in Northern Ireland. The forthcoming 
Wildlife & Natural Environment (NI) Bill will include 
legislation to put this ban into force. 

The results of a new poll, released by the League 
Against Cruel Sports, shows massive support for a 
total ban on snares in Northern Ireland. An 
overwhelming 82% of those polled, by Ipsos-MORI, 
think the use of snares should be illegal, while only 
11% are in favour of their use. 

The results also show people in both rural and urban 
areas want to see an end to the use of snares with 
84% of people supporting a ban in rural parts of 
Northern Ireland and 81% in urban areas. 

 

‘Whitewash’ snaring regulations 
introduced in Scotland 
 
The League described the Snares (Scotland) Order 
2010 as “a complete whitewash” on the day the new 
statutory instrument came into force regulating the 
use of animal snares. We criticised the Scottish 
Government for failing to take the necessary steps to 
end animal suffering caused by snares. 
 
The League campaigns for the use of all snares to be 
made illegal on the grounds they are cruel, 



 
indiscriminate and cause unnecessary suffering. We 
argue that due to the crude nature of a snare no 
amount of regulation will eradicate the suffering 
caused to animals by these traps. 
 
The regulations, which came into force on 11th 
March, were announced in Parliament in February 
following a public consultation which generated a 2:1 
majority in favour of a ban. The Scottish 
Government’s decision went against overwhelming 
public, professional and political support to make the 
use of snaring illegal in Scotland. 
 
League spokeswoman Louise Robertson said: 
“These regulations are a complete whitewash and will 
go no way towards reducing the huge level of 
suffering caused by such a basic wire trap. As long 
as snares are legal animals will continue to suffer 
horrific injuries and slow, agonising deaths.” 
 
 

Correction: James Barrington 
 
In our November Briefing, we reprinted a letter 
published in a magazine which alleged that James 
Barrington left the League’s employment in 1995 
following disciplinary action.  
 
We accept that this was not accurate. Mr Barrington 
in fact resigned, claiming constructive dismissal, after 
a vote of no confidence was passed against him by 
the League’s Committee.Today he works for both the 
Countryside Alliance and the Middle Way Group. 
 
We are pleased to provide this correction. 
 
 

A word of thanks 
 
This is the League’s final Parliamentary Briefing 
before the General Election, and hence the final 
Briefing of this session. 
 
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all MPs, of 
all parties, for their time reading our papers and 
considering our issues over the last five years. We 
may not always have agreed, but we have never 
questioned MPs’ commitment to a detailed and 
thorough consideration of the matter in hand. 
 
We wish all candidates well in the forthcoming 
election, and to those standing down, we wish you all 
the very best for the future. Do keep in touch! 
 
 

 
 

Keep Cruelty History materials 
 

The League has a range 
of materials available to 
all candidates who 
support our Keep Cruelty 
History campaign. These 
include A5 leaflets, A2 
posters, t-shirts, badges, 
finger puppets and 
window stickers.  
 
The materials are 
designed to lead people 
to the Keep Cruelty 

History website where they can check out how 
candidates in their constituency say they would vote 
on repeal of the Hunting Act.  
 
Please contact Joshua Kaile (details below) if you 
would like to request any materials. 
 
 

Contact our team 
 
Please contact the League if you feel we can be of 
any assistance to you. We are happy to provide 
briefings and further information upon request. 
 
 England & Wales 
 Joshua Kaile 
 Parliamentary & Political Officer 
 joshuakaile@league.org.uk  Tel 07977 292 537 
 
 Scotland 
 Louise Robertson 
 Deputy Head of Campaigns & Communications 
 louiserobertson@league.org.uk  Tel 07980 232 287 
 
 Northern Ireland 
 Mary Friel 
 Northern Ireland Campaigner 
 maryfriel@league.org.uk  Tel 07855 547 006 
 
Our switchboard number is 01483 524250. 
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